H
R ES I D E N C Y

H is an experimental artist residency located in the Atacama Desert. It arose in 2018
with interest in establishing a pole of international and multicultural artistic research in
geographically extreme territory.
H residency is an instance of encounters, dialogue, and experimentation from
contemporary art, where artists and curators are invited to reflect on the experience
lived in the rich geographical, historical and cultural situation offered by the driest desert
in the world.
Annually, H opens its doors inviting a group of artists to stay in the city of Calama, a key
point of connection between the coast, Antofagasta City, the towns of the inland desert
and the Andes mountain range.

The artists begin a process of observation and exploration
of the territory, in which they live with an extreme
geographical situation at more than 2’200 meters above sea
level. We encourage the forms of production reflecting on
various perspectives of study that this region offers, such
the relationship sustained by ancient and contemporary
cultures with science, technology, and astronomy, as
well as geology, paleontology, history, archaeology, and
anthropology.
The living space consists in the former home of a family
and the current office of an engineering services company,
located on an industrial plot of 5’000 m2 in front of a
wasteland on the outskirts of Calama City. The residence
has all the necessary comforts to live and work, both
for a family and for the residents; however, the Internet
connection is limited due to the location of the residency.

Resident artists from H 2018 working in the territory.

Photograph from the series
FROM STONES TO THE STARS
by Shingo Yoshida
resident artist in 2018
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PROGRAM
Every year H proposes a program of exploration of the territory
for the resident artists, in which guided by archaeologists
and local experts of the region, we organize visits to the
localities of the desert, and to sites of archaeological,
historical, industrial, scientific and sociological interest.
After an estimated time of two months of work, the resident
artists present a group exhibition in Pablo Neruda’s public
gallery of Calama, showing part of their research process.
This instance contemplates guided visits for schools and
the general audience.
Through meetings and studio visits, H opens instances
of dialogue with local artists and cultural actors, creating
and narrowing reflections between foreign guests and the
Calamese cultural scene.
The international character of H promotes diversity,
multicultural integration and tolerance through the exchange
of knowledge in the region of Antofagasta and encourages
education and the dissemination of contemporary art
in an informative and interactive way through a cycle of
talks, aimed at children and young people. These talks
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are considered every year in public and private schools of
Calama, where the guest artists expose their work, their
visions of contemporary art and share experiences with
the community.
The residency extends its program from Calama (Chile) to
Berlin (Germany), by organizing a talk in a space dedicated
to contemporary art in the city, where the artists share them
creative process experienced during the residency. In this
way, H promotes different aspects of the cultural richness
of the Atacama’s desert and introduces the cultural and
artistic scene of Calama to Berlin.

Top image, resident artists with young art students at the Leonardo Da
Vinci School in Calama.
Bottom image, Resident artists from H 2018 working in the territory.

Lectures given by the artists at the Leonardo Da Vinci School
in Calama during H 2018

H - 2018
In its first version, in 2018, H invited the artists Chan Sook Choi (South Korea), Felix
Kiessling (Germany), Shingo Yoshida (Japan) and Gonzalo Reyes Araos (Chile).
The residence was inserted into the framework of Festival of Contemporary Art
(SACO), sharing its social, community, educational values, and the dissemination of
contemporary art in the region. In this way, the residents collaborated with local artists
and carried out the exhibition H0 in the Chela Lira Gallery of the Universidad Católica
del Norte, in Antofagasta.

TANGENT (ATACAMA)
2018
Felix Kiessling
View of the exhibition H0, Sala Chela Lira, Universidad Católica
del Norte, Antofagasta
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View of the exhibition HO Sala Chela Lira, of the Catholic
University of the North (Antofagasta), all the artists of H 2018
participated and ended the residency in the framework of
SACO7 festival.

A series of talks organized within the framework of the
same festival took place at the Jorge Alessandri Rodriguez
College and the Leonardo Da Vinci School, where the artists
exposed their interests and inspirations with children,
teenagers, and other public, and shared more personalized
dialogues visiting their art workshops.
H had the support of SACO (Festival of Contemporary
Art), ISLA, Colectivo Se Vende, Ingenierías Sermincho,
Goethe Institut, Arts Council Korea, Asia Contemporary
Art Platform NON Berlin, Leonardo Da Vinci School, Jorge
Alessandri Rodriguez A-27 Lyceum and many people who
generously worked to support this initiative.

Top image, view of the exhibition H0, in the framework of
SACO7 festival.
Bottom image, artists giving a lecture at the Leonardo Da Vinci
School in Calama during H 2018.
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